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Board member denies threatening principal:

Robinson taken to task over incident

r ..

■ 1

OFFICIAL MESSENGERS — 
The Mayor and members of 
the M a d i s o n  T o w n s h i p  
Council, with executives of 
Jersey Central Power and 
Light C o,,  cut the ribbon 
officially opening the com
pany’s new building on 
Ernston road. The 16,740 
square foot facility was 
constructed at a cost of 
$400,000, It will service 
part of Madison Township, 
Sayreville, South Amboy and 
Laurence Harbor. Pictured 
(1-r) are councilman Victor 
O’Brien, superintendent of 
the eastern district M. Paul 
Goble, M a y o r  L e o n a r d  
Hornster, bay division man
ager JackR. McGalliard, and 
councilman Harry Messen
ger.

Engineering firm reports:

Ship-shape at new lake
Recent charges by Sayreville Republlcaiis that ev^avatlon

gineer to inspect the site. A two-page report was read at 
the Borough council meeting Wednesday.

Responding for hi s firm . Bum?'& Hoe of Oradell, a ^ n e e r  
geologl.st W.C. Thorpe reported that no material has been 
removed from the ite that is not necessary for the efficient 
functioning of the basin.

Republican spokesman Henry Blllemeyer chargedSeptem- 
ber 18, and again Wednesday, that the excavators have bur
rowed deeper than the slx-to-elght feet required by the 
specifications. As a result, Blllemeyer contaids, the con
tractor is removing large quantities of good fill, previously 
unanticipated.

Thorpe’s report would support Borough Engineer John 
Ploskonka’s earlier claim that the deeper excavation is 
required to remove substantial amounts of clay and other 
non-porous materisd that would diminish the effect of the 
project.

The project in question is an attempt by the borough to 
recharge the wellfleld by creating a lake area that could be 
filled from an outside source. The water in the lake would 
seep into the ground and replenish the wells. In conjunction 
with the lake, large quantities of organic material, clay, 
silt and sand must be removed. Water percolating through 
this material can slowly contaminate the wells.

•  *  A

According to an undated and unsigned report recently 
prepared as a rough draft by Ploskonka, the project has 
been under consideration for several years. Since money 
was not available to finance the operation, the council this 
year decided to place the work up for bids.

The bids, solicited in June, called for the contractor to 
pay the borough for the material removed. Only one bid was 
received that conformed to the specifications. An offer of

Housing moratorium re-established
state Commissioner of Education Carl Marburger’s 

opinion on downgrading in Madison Township concurs with 
that of Councilman Richard Dealy.

A letter sent to Mr. and Mrs. James R, Weinert, 6 
Bruce street, was read at the October 1 public hearing 
on the re v ls^  zoning amendments. In his letter, the Com
missioner indicated that downgrading and an increase in 
the number of homes permitted "without a doubt’’ would 
make it necessary for the "schools to operate on double 
sesslcms,’ ’

Dealy, unable to attend the meeting because of Illness, 
sent a letter to the council reiterating his disapproval of 
the downgrading of the EngUshtown road area.

He recommended that portion of the ordinance be dropped 
' until the Master Plan is available.

In an effort to forestall the possibility of a lawsuit, the 
Township Council Introduced an amendment to its building 
moratorium Monday night.

1

$66 was submitted Jointly by P & L Trucking Co. of Linden

'^ w ^ ti^ ^ d '^ ard ^ lT ^ I^ .^ ,^  altered spadBloettons 
so as to charge the borough $150,000 ahd $130,000 re 
spectively, The contract was awarded to P & L and Chevalier 
on July 3 and was signed two days later.

Under terms of the contract the 66-acre tract is to be 
excavated In three sections; Section A (10 acres) must be 
completed within six-months of the date of contract; Section 
B (26 acres) mustbe started within six months and completed 
within one year of the contract date; Section C (30 acres)' 
must be completed withim two years. The contract also 
permits the excavator to store unwanted material on ad
jacent borough property for five years.

Ploskonka’s report pointed out that the organic material 
is  worthless as topsoil unless it is treated liberally with 
lim e. He estimates that two doses of lime would be required 

(Continued on Page 27)

Fido & friends march
On Friday and Saturday, October 11 and 12, at 2 p.m., 

the League of Women Voters of Madison Township will 
stage a "doggie vote parade”  at the Sayre Woods Shop
ping Center. Members’ pets will be wearing "doggie 
vote coats.”

According to Mrs. Frank Stringer, Voters Ser'viceChair
man, the dog coats are white plastic and carry this mes
sage -  "Vote As You Dog-Gone Please -  But Please 
Vote November 5.”

The League will also have an Election Information Booth 
at the shopping center from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day 
to hand out non-partisan election information and answer 
questions.

Mrs. Robert Higgins, President, Invites all registered 
voters to visit the booth and watch the dog parade.

Madison Township Board of Education member Edward 
J .  Robinson has been identified as the board member who 
three times contacted a school principal in attempts to 
influence the hiring of a summer school teacher last June.

At a special meeting Thursday night, called to inform 
the public of the results of an investigation of the charges, 
the board released a notarized statement from Manuel 
Martin, principal of Virgil I. Grissom School, alleging 
that Robinson threatened his career as a school administrator 
if he did not hire the teacher.

According to Martin, Robinson called 
him three times, twice at school and once 
at home, to request that he give a summer 
teaching Job to a Miss Frances Allen,
Martin, at the time, was acting as ele
mentary principal of the summer school 
program.

"During these ca lls ,” the statement 
said, "M r. Robinson stated that he was 
interceding for Miss Allen as the result 
of requests from influential people in 
the to-wnship.”

The statement continued that when Robinson made the 
last call to Martin’s home, "he again repeated why he 
was interceding” and added that he “should seriously 
consider final recommendations because th e  decision 
arrived at could affect the w riter’s (Martin’s) future.”

Martin said he informed Robinson that Miss Allen 
was not qualified for the position, and would n o t be 
recommended, and then reported the telephone conversations 
to Superintendent of Schools Joseph V, Brust,

* ♦*
The board also released an affidavit from Robinson 

admitting that he contacted Martin three times at the 
request of a "responsible member and taxpayer of Madison 
Township” but denying that he attempted to intimidate 
Martin.

Robinson’s statement added that he had never met the
becsHWO

Edward Robinson

The amendment would allow a person o-wning a piece of 
land in the township to build a single home for his own use.

When the moratorium was reinstated October 1, several 
small property owners said they had been waiting over a 
year for building permits, and announced their intentions to 
build homes despite the new ban.

If such action were undertaken the council would have to 
go into court to defend the moratorium, an action it prefers 
to avoid if possible.

Second reading and public hearing on the amendment will 
be held at the next regular council meeting, October 21.

The newest zoning amendments reduce the Englishto'wn 
road area from 40,000 to 20,000 sq. feet, lower the number 
of homes permitted in any one year from 400 to 300, and 
apartments from 800 to 200.

Garden apartments are restricted as a special use in 
the C-3 highway commercial zone, which has been made a 
uniform 1,000 feet in depth.

t ^ h e r  he interceded for but recommended her 
she was a "hardshipcase, trulydeservlngofconsideration.”

He said he spoke to Martin three times and was finally 
told that the superintendent of schools had ruled that 
Miss Allen was not properly certified for the position. 
The young woman has Just completed her third year at 
college and her only classroom experience has been as an 
observer.

Robinson said Martin did tell him the young lady could 
have a position as a library clerk, but the offer was not 
accepted.

Robinson’s statement added that "a t no time during 
any conversation did " I  intimidate, malign, or threaten 
Mr, Manuel Martin.”

* A ♦
Prior to the releasing of the affidavits, there was a 

prolonged debate instituted by Robinson and board member 
William Kerr to prevent having the statements read to 
the public on the grounds that Kerr had not yet had the 
opportunity to read and study them.

Board President William Rice explained that the other 
members of the board had read Martin’s statement at 
two executive sessions which Kerr had been unable to 
attend.

Brust then interjected that no one had yet read Robinson’s 
statement since the Superintendent had only received it 
the afternoon prior to the Thursday meeting.

After the affidavits had been read, Robinson read a 
prepared statement terming Martin’s affida'vlt "untrue, 
unfounded, vicious, and dastardly.”

He termed the charges an "insidious plan to defame 
my good name” and stated that "punitive litigation has 
been instituted,”

Robinson charged Rice and Brust with hiding the char ge 
from other board members and accused an unnamed board 
member of collaboration with former board member Lindley 
Higgins, whose Spokesman column first brought the matter
to the attention of the public.

* * *  *

An investigation into the circumstances surrounding the 
accusation indicates the charge was not deliberately withheld 
from the board members until September. Brust became 
aware of the matter at the end of June, immediately prior 
to his leaving for a month’s vacation. He informed Rice, 
who felt the matter should not be taken up with the board 
until Brust could be there, since he was the only one -who 
had actual knowledge of the Incident. Brust returned in 
August, but Rice was on vacation. Upon the President’s 
return, he tried for three consecutive weeks to call a 
meeting of the board, but could not get a quorum. The 
meeting at which the issue was raised was actually the 
first meeting which Rice, Brust, and the other members 
of the board had attended since the incident was first 
reported.

In an attempt to prove the other board members also 
-  ̂ (Continued on Page 27)
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WARM PAJAMAS
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. I magine getting such savings at 
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ible polyfoam cushions with self
decking arm covers. No-sag springs.
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Robinson taken to task
(Continued from Page 1)

recommend personnel, Robinson polled each member only 
to be Informed by all members except Richard Pine, that 
they direct all inquiries to the proper administrator — for 
teachers, Assistant Superintendent Patrick Torre: for
clerical and janitorial positions, the business office.

* ♦ ♦
Robinson digressed at one point by demanding to know 

why the school system had been unable to keep past 
superintendents, and charged tt was due to “abusive and 
undeserved treatment by the top brass of the board.”

In making the claim, Robinson said he regretted that 
“ Dr. Khourl and Dr. Sample (previous superintendents),” 
are not here tonight to express their feelings under the 
right of free speech.”

Robinson was obviously unaware of the circumstance 
surrounding Dr, William J . Sample’s decision to resign and 
the fact that Rice, then a minority member of the board, 
was one of Sample’s strongest supporters, and one of three 
board members who gave Dr. Sample a vote of confidence.

Rice Immediately Informed Robinson that Sample had 
publicly stated at the time of his resignation that he was 
leaving because he could no longer tolerate being degraded 
by board members who dealt directly with administrators.

Everything; ship-shape
(Continued from Page 1)

plus a waiting period of six months to a year while acidity of 
the material changes. It was assumed that the work would 
be undertaken as a speculative venture by a firm willing to 
treat the material and wait for it to change, or to find some 
other immediate use for it. The report adds that by having 
the contractor pay the borough, the borough would save 
approximately $113,000, the cost of excavating the field 
Itself.

Ploskonka’s report noted that the material to be removed 
exists In essentially two layers. The top layer Is composed 
of decaying vegitatlon several feet thick. The second layer 
of "borrow” material consists of clay, fine sand, and gravel 
other wise known as “ common fill.”

The borough engineer points out that specifications for the 
job state that the depth of excavation begins at the bottom 
of the peat or decaying material and not the top level. 
The specs also state; “ Exact elevation will depend on 
existing conditions and requirements of the engineer and 
Water Plant Superintendent.”

* ♦ »
Ploskonka estimates that 30 acres have already been 

cleared at no profit to the contractor. The borough has 
already saved $35,000. Of this area, three acres has been 
excavated to an elevation of ten feet above sea level, and 
an additional four or more acres to an elevation of 15 
feet above sea level. Ibe ^
feet depending upon existing conditions, although the speci
fications originally specified elevations of 17 to 20.

The Burns & Roe report, received Wednesday, also stated 
that the project “ is in accordance with sound conservation 
practice and is necessary for regeneration of the Old Bridge 
sands

Thorpe concurs with Ploskonka that the specifications give 
the engineer and water plant superintendent discretion 
regarding the final depths to be achieved in the excavation.

Awarded Bronze Star
Sgt. E5 William H, Strouse J r ,  of 

the Crestvlew Apartments Sayrevllle, 
has been awarded the Bronze Star for 
heroism In combat In Vietnam.

On June 19, Sgt, Strouse of the third 
battalion, first Infantry division, as fire 
team leader directed intense fire toward 
the site of a suspected enemy encamp
ment. Because of outstanding marks
manship and aggressiveness tw'O insur- i' 
gents were killed and numerous hand ik< ^ g
grenades were captured, Sgt. Strouse

Colonel Nels A. Parson J r .  In awarding the medal 
stated, “Sgt. Strouse’s heroic actions are In keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself, the American Division, and the 
U. S. Army.”

3 SHS students commended
Letters of Commendation honoring them for their high 

performance on the 1968 National Merit Scholarship Qual
ifying Test have been awarded to three students at Sayrevllle 
War Memorial High School, Principal Dr. Marie Parnell 
has announced.

Those named Commended students are Charles Anderson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Anderson, 59 Furman avenue, 
Ronald Gutkowskl, son of Mrs, and Mrs. Stanley Gutkowskl, 
602 Main street, and William Hanson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hanson, 15 Campbell drive, Parlin.
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In an apparent attempt to avoid such incidents in the 
future the board introduced a new policy calling for the 
adoption of the New Jersey  School Board Member Code 
of Ethics.

Under that code, the responsibilities of board members 
are detailed,including a section that reads: “I will refuse 
to represent special interests or partisan politics or to use 
the schools for personal gain or for the gain of friends 
or supporters.”

Criticized by members of the audience, and asked why 
he had not gone through proper channels and made his 
request either of Brust or Torre, Robinson continued to 
maintain that there is nothing wrong with board members 
going directly to a principal with a request.

Jerome Goldberg of Pinehaven criticized the entire 
board for the manner in which the charges were handled.

He also informed Robinson he had no right to use his 
influence In such a way and accused him “of trying to 
cast aspersions on every other board member to defend 
yourself.”

Robinson, who kept interjecting remarks as the public 
attempted to speak, interrupted Goldberg to ask “ who 
are you pollticing for?”

Mrs. Virginia Wolf also took Robinson to task for 
“ maligning the entire board and attempting to take the 
heat off yourself by putting the heat on other board members, 
through the Inquisition of polling the board. ”

Mrs. WoK then demanded to know the identity of the 
Influential person whose appeal to Robinson triggered 
the entire incident. Robinson refused to answer, stating 
he was acting on the advice of his attorney.

* * *
Aside from making the affidavits public, the board took 

no action, since it Is not empowered to pass judgement 
or dole out punishments to members it feels are guilty 
of violating ethical principles.

♦ ♦ ♦
Whether the Incident will die out seems doubtful. A 

building coimcll representative of the Madison Township 
Educational Association disclosed to the Spokesman that 
she intends to ask the MTEA to issue a statement not on 
this particular incident, but making it clear that it objects 
to any board member becoming directly involved in the 
hiring of teachers. “This type of interference tends to 
damage teacher morale, weaken the system, and the 
ultimate victims become the children,” she stated.

Board meets tomorrow, 
with two empty seats

Sayreville’s school board Thursday will officially 
accept the resignations of two members, Lawrence Weston

Weston submitted his resignation on September 12 to the 
dismay of fellow board members. He expressed a need 
to spend more time with his family as the reason for his 
resignation. Members of the board took no action on the 
resignation in the h c^  that their collegue would reconsider 
his decision. It Is apparent, however, that Weston has 
severed all ties with the board.

The second resignation came two weeks later. Zollinger’s 
split with the board centered on what he called ‘ ‘lack of 
leadership”  on the part of Board President Danny DiPoalo. 
DiPoalo declined to comment on Zollinger’s accusation, 
indicating, however, that he may release a statement in the 
near future.

Zollinger, a school board member since February, is 
also the borough’s Building and Zoning Inspector and a 
member of the Central Planning Board.

Once the board accepts the resignations it has 60 days 
in which to appoint successors. If none is  appointed by that 
time, the responsibility reverts to County School Superin
tendent Robert BlunL

DiPoalo declined to announce who was being considered 
for the two seats pending final decision by the board. How
ever, sources close to the board have indicated that a for
mer board member is being considered for one of the 
posts.

High Lights
By NANCY V e i T  Sayrevllle High School

This Saturday we play Hamilton West at home, and 
October 26 is  our Homecoming game. Preparations are 
being made for floats, etc. The Student Council took on 
the project, with Gail Sumski as chairman.

The Business Club officers have been selected. President 
of the club, as well as the secretary, will accompany the ad
visor of the club to the FBLA Convention in Asbury Park 
this Thursday and Friday.

Preparations are starting for the Mock Presidential 
Election in our school. Everyone will select their favorite 
candidate and vote for him in this mock election; we’ll ses 
who should be the President, according to Sayrevllle High.

The Student Council started a Safety Committee this 
year. Two members from the Council were put In charge. 
The Council is also distributing an "Event Calendar”  to 
each homeroom every month. Check this frequently to see 
what’s happenin’ for the week.

This Friday there will be a Cross Country meet at home, 
with South Brunswick. Let’s hope our guys keep up the 
good work. That day there will also be an away Varsity 
Soccer game at Hightstown and a home Junior Varisty Soc
cer game.

DERBY DAY ACCOMPLiaiMENTS—Winners of the first
annual Thomas Kuberski Bike Derby pose with their Sf 
trophies. Held last Saturday on Corl street in the Woodside ^ 
development, the race attracted more than 300 youngsters. 
Two-year-old Richard Rankin began the days activities by g  
winning the " tr ik e ” race. Pictured (1-r) are Barbara “  
Galaro, Mark Muller, Tracey Breeden, Robert and Jam es 
Gilboy and Councilmen Thomas Kuberski, and John Czerni- 
kowski.

To upgrade building code
Machinery to upgrade the Madison Township building 

code was set in motion Monday ni^it.
Acting on a suggestion made by Councilman Richard 

Deaiy ot aprior meeting. Mayor Leonard Hornster appointed 
a committee to study the present code and recommend any 
changes they deem necessary.

Presiding over the committee will be Township Manager 
George Van Hook. Appointed to serve with him are Edward 
Hickey, architect, Lee Almeida, local building contractor, 
Edward Vasquez, building inspector, Robert McMahon, 
plumbing inspector, and John Allgair, township engineer.

Water co. threatens 
to disconnect hydrants

The Cliffwood Beach Water Company, a private company , 
which services both the Madison Township and Matawan 
areas of'tliffwood Beach, is threatening to terminate public 
fire protection service in the Madison area.

A notice appeared in a local newspaper Monday stating 
that due to the failure of the Board of Fire Commissioners 
of the Fire District to pay the public fire protection service 
charges, the hydrants located in the district will be shut off 
on Monday, October 14, and subsequently will be dismantled 
and removed.

The matter was brought to the attention of the council by 
Councilman Richard Dealy, who introduced a resolution call
ing upon the Public Utilities Commission to issue an order 
preventing the closing of the hydrants until the matter can 

'be review ^. - - - -  . ,
Dealy also suggested the Public Utilities Commission be 

asked to convene a formal hearing so the township council — 
and the fire commissioners can present their views. The 
resolution was unanimously adopted.

Mayor Leonard Hornster explained that all fire districts 
pay rental fees for hydrants. There are four fire districts 
in Madison. Three of the districts pay $40 per year per 
hydrant. In Cliffwood Beach, where eight hydrants are in
volved, the water company, in addition to the fee for rental 
of the hjdrants, wants to be compensated for the cost of 
pipe to the hydrants. This would bring the cost up to 
$10,000, a fee which the township feels is excessive. About 
400 homes would be affected by the discontinuance of fire 
protection. The matter is extremely serious, because the 
homes are located in an older area of the township and 
are mostly of wooden construction.

Once-controversial apt. 
project opens quietly

The 960-unit garden apartment complex approved in i 35, 
causing a furor that included a law suit and a rift in the 
Democratic Party which has never healed, has quietly opened 
its doors, with most Madison Township residents being 
unaware of it.

The complex, which received approval as Madison Hills, 
is  located on Route 9 and Ernston road, and is now known 
as London Terrace. The first section, with 11 buildings 
and 194 apartments, has just begun renting.

Mrs. Virginia Wolf informed the Township Council 
Monday night that the apartment builder is  advertising 
"separate recreation rooms”  in some apartments. T h e^  
rooms, she said, were not included in plans approved 
by the township, and could easily be converted into extra 
bedrooms. Township Manager George Van Hook was 
instructed to examine the plans and report back.

At the time it was approved, it was opposed by the Board 
of Education and many residents who claimed the township 
already had more than enough apartments. It was the battle 
over Madison Hills which marked the end of the garden 
apartment era in the township. Over 2,000 residents then 
signed petitions calling for a moratorium on garden apart
ments.

Opponents of the complex objected because traffic on 
Route 9 and Eriiston road was already so congested; there 
was a question as to whether the township would have__ 
sufficient water to service the area; and drainage at the 
site was very pOor.

Leading proponents of the development were former 
township attorney Harold Smith, and Thomas Alikas, then 
President of the Madison Township Young Democrats, and 
a broker with Jacobson Goldfarb, and Tanzman, now the 
renting agent for London Terrace.
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A pp et izer
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C an n ed  H am
Schickhaus

AH M eat Fran k s
Shop-Rite Regular or Thick

SlicocI Bacon

Mb 99*
Mb 6 9

lb. 8-oz
pî g- 89*
Vz-gcil
cont. 49*
8-oz.
cont. 29*
Mb
pkg 59*

3-Ib. J 
can 1239
Mb.
pkg. 59*

1-lb.
Pkg. 59<

Shop-Rite Twin Pack

Potato  Chips
Shop-Rite Reis Mini
C h e e se  Corn Q'spi<c 2 5 *  P re tze l Tw ists 4
Why Pay More?

L iste rin e  M o u th w ash
why Pay More?

A lk a  S e ltze r
Extra Dry, 18c Off Label

A rrid  D eodorant
Liquid, 11 '/i-Oz. Btl. — Concentrate, 5-Oz. Tube

P re ll Sham poo
Shop-Rite Fruit Flavored

C h ew ab le  V ita m in s '̂3o'89*

ct^ 89 ‘
each 89*

"SH O P-RITE'S  FRESH KILLED U .S .D .A . G O V 'T  INSPECTED FRYIN G

CHICKEN SALE!
FRYING

CHICKEN
WHOLE

28*

BREAST 
wn WINGS

QUARTERED

35‘ .

LEGS
With BACKS

QUARTERED

35lb.

Split quartered
Fry in g  Chicken
3'/2-tb. avg.
R oasting  Chicken b 37*
Boneless, Thick Cut
Fresh  B riske t b 79*
Boneless. First Cut
Fresh  B riske t p 99*
Cut Short For Broiling
Rib S te a k  b 89*
Regular
G round B eef m>.49*
T r e ^  & Leon

G round Chuck b 69*
Cubed Fresh or Frozen
V e a l S te a k s  b 99*

Cut From Young Fryers
lb 32* Chicken Livers lb 59*

SHOP-RITE'S TOP QUALITY CHOICE 
CORNED BEEF BRISKET'

CORNED
BONELESS
BRISKET

FIRST CUT

lb 69
T H i^
CUT

ib. 49
WW. KotmI Cw i Vk  Fk E TZ-Oi.. WImU KwmI Cwa. 6iM.« 

CfMM Slyi* Cm, White PUUMf WiMk U k

VEGETABLES
Shop-Rite f t

WW com ■
Miss Georgia Freestone Peach Halves, Shop-Rite Sliced or 
Halves Yellow Cling
P eaches 4  M
All Grinds, Horn & Hardart, Ehlers, Hills Bros..
Chose & Sanborn or
MaxweH Heuse Von 6 9
Why Pay More?
Clorox B leach
Molt or Chocolate, Carnation
In stan t B re a k fa st  pack 6 9
Pineapple
Dole Ju ice  4' ‘" j: 8 9
Laundry Detergent, 20c Off Lobel
Cold Pow er ’ t'." 9 9

'sr'49-
‘ 10

Shop-Rite Yellow, Devik, Brownie AAix, 
Phn 7  Other Vorietiet

CAKE MIXES

4 1-fc. 2 -ox.
boxes ■

15c Off Label
Tetley  T ea  B a g s
Shop-Rite
Fruit C ocktail 4  !a'ns 8 9

box of _  A .100 79*

ITALIAN  FOOD FESTIVA L

T O f '
1-R>. 9-ox. 

pfcg.~^89«
Blended
Pope Oil
Olive
Pro gresso  O il
Shop-Rite Elbow Macaroni, Reg. or
Thin Sp ag h etti 6
Connalini Beans, Red Kidney, Chick Peas

Shop-Rite (Red Label)
Tom ato P uree
Contodina
Tom ato P a ste

Rath Hard

4
8

1-gal 
can 1| « 9

'b,r99-
Mb.
pkgs. •1

Mb 89*com ^

1-)b. 13-01 
cam •1
6-oz.
cans •1

SALAMI

Rath or Hormel, Italian Dry Sausage
P e p p e ro n i  ib. - |1 9
Shop-Rite Stewed or
W h o le  T e m a t o o f  Scans '̂1

MID-STATE MALL  
EAST BRUNSWICK

STORE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 9 to 9 
Friday 9 to 10, Saturday 9 to 7, Sunday 9 to 6

Prices effective through Saturday Night, October 12, 1968. Not responsible lor typographical errors. VYe reserve the rignt to limit quantities.
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We promise to re-do the old you.
Tired of the humdrum and the overdone? Then come to us. Find 

a breath of fresh air in men’s wear. Color that heralds a new excitement. 
Contour that flatters your figure as it adds to your stature. Our new 
Petrocelli Suits are obviously contemporary but tailored in the tine 
Italian tradition. Now more than ever, change— to Petrocelli.

from *125 00

The Place to Go for Brands You Know
MID-STATE M ALL •  ROUTE 18 •  EAST BRUNSWICK

Charge Accounts Walcomo •  Daily 'til 9,  Saturday 'til i
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Robinson
incident

In all the charges and counter charges 
flying over Madison School board member 
Edward Robinson’s attempt to have a young 
woman hired as a teacher, the main issues 
seem to be in danger of being overlooked.

The fact that Mr. Robinson admits he 
went to school principal Manuel Martin 
three times, at the request of an “ influ
ential resident of the town,”  is more

important than what was actually said.
Robinson defends his position by saying 

the young lady was worthy of help. This 
may be true, but it in no way excuses his 
actions in going directly to the principal, 
instead of referring the request to the 
superintendent’s office. To compound the 
offense, he maintains he will continue to 
do the same thing any time the occasion 
arises .

What makes matters even worse is that 
Robinson acted without attempting to de
termine if she was qualified for the job. A 
man who constantly reminds us he has been 
teaching for 37 years would surely have 
been aware that a third year college student 
is not certified to teach.

edttorial
Therefore, we must conclude that this 

man was more concerned with obliging an 
influential citizen than with his responsi
bility to children who were attending sum
mer school because they needed remedial 
help, and should certainly have the best 
teachers available.

Mr. Rolunson, like every other board 
member, was elected by the citizens of 
Madison Township to help maintain and 
support an efficient school system. He has

no more right to demand special favors 
than does any other member of this com
munity. If each of us took it upon ourselves 
to intercede with the school administration 
every time we learned of a worthy cause, 
our school system would soon become a 
shambles.

There is nothing wrong with a citizen 
calling a board member about a problem, 
but there is something very wrong if that 
board member feels he can go over the 
head of the Superintendent of Schools and 
other qualified administrators and handle 
things by himself.

M rs. Francis White summed ItupThurs
day night when she said the entire meeting 
had been a “ tragedy.”

b y  lindley biggins
Educating children is still one of Madison Township's most vital 

businesses and, we hope, one of its most sacred trusts. The an
nounced resignation of School Superintendent Joseph Brust calls to 
mind the departure of another top educational administrator just 
four years and five months ago. We think these words to the public 
by Dr. William A . Sample, summing up his reasons for leaving 
Madison, reveal the path our Board of Education may again tread if 
the present minority on that body gains ascendency.

“ I appreciate your coming out if it is on my behalf. My 
reslgnaticm wasn’t an easy decision to make because it 
involves thousands of children and hundreds of teachers. 
It involves, fcur me, financial rewards. I’m not gmng to 
be better off. I’ m giving up tenure. And I ’m giving up my 
retirement rights in the State of New Jersey . But, I’m 
not enumerating these things for your sympathy because 
when I made my decision togo, these were taken into account 
by me.”

"You are involved in a big building program. You’re  in
volved in a tremendous curriculum development program. 
The expansion of professional personnel is  unparalleled in 
township history. We’re  going to have more and more pupils, 
more and more teachers, more and more buildings. The job 
is  a big one and in order to survive in it one has to have 
Herculean strength, a thick skin and a skull of armour. Up 
to this point I’ve had these. But I’m an idealist, I suppose.
I have to have a goal to shoot at and as long as I’m making

progress toward that goal I can go on. But when there is 
serious doubt in my mind about the progress I am able to 
make it becomes frustrating.

“ I appreciate the confidence shown me in the past and by 
some this evening. But, when a position is eliminated and 
I am not asked for an opinion about whether the job is neces
sary, just to cite one example, I become superfluous.

“ A Board of Education cannot meddle in the administra
tion. A Board of Education cannot violate its professional 
ethics nor can it encourage its employees to violate theirs. 
This is my dedicated profession. I have served in it since 
1933. That’s a long time, with a Master’s Degree and a 
Doctorate, and I think this background entitles me to be 
consulted. The Board alone does not make educational 
decisions. Of ceurse it does have the prerogative to make 
the final decision, but it does not have the prerogative to 
by-pass consulting the professional staff and especially 
the superintendent.”

“ But the Board of Education pays me a good salary and 
when I am willing to throw it away — if it is throwing 
away money to go back to college teaching — then Mr. 
K err, as you said, peace of mind is , I think, what I seek. 
Peace of mind and a chance to eat dinner without first 
having to take something to keep it down before I start.

“ One final word, Mr. Kerr. A superintendent has to be 
a professional leader. He can’t be a professional follower. 
Not, that is, if he is to maintain his dignity and the respect 
of his staff. I submitted my resignation because I felt we

were ahead of the game. It is  not very often that I blow my 
stack, that I get angry and say what I have to say. But I 
think that if the new superintendent is employed with the 
definite understanding that the Board will perform its 
function of policy making and decision making, and stay out 
of the administration, if the Board does that, then he and 
the Board have m.y best wishes.”

“ I believe further that I’ve been treated with respect 
and dignity' by parents and the children, our teachers and 
every employee. I think I’ve enjoyed the cooperation here 
that I’ve needed.”

“ I don’t think I’ve been a failure as your superintendent 
Though I haven’t seen eye to eye with every board mem
ber, that is be expected. A questioning attitude is good 
to have. It is my job to provide answers and 1 don’t expect 
constant agreement. I wouldn’t want it that way nor would 
my staff. But this staff and I have built a school system 
based on sincerity, trust and cooperation.”

“ But I cannot operate it anybody is operating a spy system 
and I DON’T CARE TO ELABORATE. There can only be one 
person to whom reports are made. A superintendent has to 
trust his people and the people have to trust him. 1 feel that 
every thing that is done has to be done in the interest of 
the Township and the children and the schools as well as in 
personal Interest. After five years, my decision to put 
personal interest first played some part in my decision to 
resign.

You’ve asked me to say a few words and I ’ve said tliem.”

sayrevilie beat
"  By EDWARD MARQUART

Cooperation between the press and public officials is all 
too often a one-sided affair. The press Is called “ uncooper
ative”  when it fails to rhake the oai'gTaSf’Bgjlt'ijtftlB'iilf i r
particular con troversy , rega rd less  of the circumstances 
of the actual conflict.

The press, on the other hand, sees cooperation between 
an individual public official and a reporter as an arrange
ment of mutual trust and mutual responsibility.

If a reporter is deliberately biased in his reporting, if 
he fails to report both sides of a controversy out of 
prejudice or irresponsibility, he deserves the “ silent 
treatment” from public officials. If, however, he is unable 
to obtain information, either through the inaccessability 
of the official or the exclusion of the reporter from the 
decision-making process, then the press, the official and 
the public at large suffer needlessly.

Municipal government and school board officials, fearful 
of receiving “bad press,”  often devise elaborate methods 
of excluding the press when important, if embarrassing, 
business is being discussed.

The Sayrevllle Borough Council’s business meetings, 
for example, are open to the press and public, except when 
pending litigation and personnel problems are being dis
cussed, At such times, the press is  asked to leave and the 
meeting is  then continued behind closed doors.

It is conceivable that premature publicity may endanger

Letters
totheEditor

Points out‘blind corners
TO THE EDITOR:

Do you know if  anyone has looked into the many driving 
hazards that exist in this area, and if so what is being 
done about them?

I have just moved into the area and even though I drive 
only eight miles to and from work, there are many hazards. 
To mention but a few: The crossing of Bordentown avenue 
and Cheesequake road has been the location of many ac
cidents, I have been told, but due to petty bickering be
tween towns, no traffic light has been installed. This area 
is especially dangerous during the hours of 7 to 8 a.m. 
and 4 to 5 p.m. Entering Route 516 from Ehlers lane, 
one can not see the approaching traffic. The same condition 
exists on Red Oak lane. There is also a blind corner between 
Spruce lane and Hawthorne Court.

I realize that the area is growing very quickly and that 
there are many things to be taken care of or corrected, 
but could you tell me how we can get the above corrected?

BARTON NEEDLE 
27-D Spruce lane 

Old Bridge

the borough’s standing during legal action. It is also con
ceivable that problems involving municipal employees may 
often be solved best when the press is not present. But 
such “closed door meetings” become a convenient method 
of denying the press and the public what they have a right 
to know.

Committee meetings, if in fact open to the press, are held 
without prior notification. R ecesses, from which the press 
are excluded, are often called following a public hearb

The and “ why”  of a d ecision  is  often m ore im 
portant than the decision itself, when these two elements 
are denied to the public, they are usually supplied from 
the public’s collective imagination. Rumors spread and 
may seriously distort the real issues involved in making a 
particular decision.

The Sayrevllle Board of Education is  not above such 
practices. Although the board’s caucus meetings are open 
to the press, any information obtained at such meetings is 
strictly “off the record.”  As a result, the public, which 
obtains its information throu^ the press, is often denied 
access to the decision-making process.

The reporter becomes “ trapped”  by his commitment 
not to print what he observes or hears; once given, a re 
porter’s word is  his bond and a confidence cannot be 
violated. Special business meetings, usually called when 
important or controversial business is to be discussed, 
are held without prior notification to the press. Even if the 
press is present, the information received is  again off 
the record.

With the recent resignation of two board members, the 
press and the public lost valuable avenues to the inner 
workings of this elected body. Lawrence Weston’s frank-

Indexing state, U.S. aid
TO THE EDITOR:

Recently Congressman Edward J .  Patten proposed that 
all of the Federal and State Programs concerning aid to 
local governments for the development of water, sewer, 

 ̂parks, police and fire protection and the many other 
needs of local municipalities should be catalogued and 
indexed in one place for the use of local municipal of
ficials. This is one of the most progressive and useful 
suggestions that has been made in some time. Any inter
ested citizen who has worked with local governing bodies 
will immediately become aware of the tremendous mass of 
legislation and programs to aid local governing bodies 
that are available if an interested public official knows 
where to look. However, because of the very volume of 
these programs the aid and help required is often obscured 
and either completely lost or a great deal of time wasted 
in moving a program to the construction stage.

I believe Congressman Patten has made a valuable 
contribution to the many municipalities of Middlesex County 
as well as to all the municipalities of the State if his 
proposal is  implemented. I suggest that your newspaper 
as well as the various municipal officials throughout the 
County and State urge their representatives to join with 
Congressman Patten in pushing this program. The sooner 
it is available, the sooner the municipalities of the State 
can benefit from the many Federal and State grants or 
loans in aid.

HERBERT B. BIERMAN 
Sayrevllle

ness when discussing school . board problems at public 
meetings was one of the board’s greatest assets. John 
Zollinger’s insistence on many occasions that certain in
formation be read into the minutes of public meetings 
significantly contributed to the public’s store of knowledge 
01 school board operations.

Public officials, by and large, are responsible people 
doing a difficult job. But they are human beings, too, and

i)Ut in the next sentenc i d* I'lai'ed --I wi l̂i we roui<i avoid 
dragging this problem through the p ress.” This attitude of 
respect for the press as an institution on the one hand and 
fear of the press as the watchdog of government on the 
other, is prevalent in today’s municipal government.

A reporter is obligated to provide fair and responsible 
coverage of a municipalities operations. He cannot be present 
at all places at all times and for the most part must rely on 
testimony of reliable sources of information; elected of
ficials, municipal employees and the like. If these sources 
keep themselves inaccessable to the reporter’s questions, 
information otherwise obtained can be misleading or even 
erroneous.

The reporter is not a public relations agent for a par
ticular group of public officials, nor is he an “ axman” 
setting out to destroy anyone in public office (although some 
reporters have assumed these roles from time to time). 
When he becomes either, he in turn becomes weak and the 
puppet of any political or social movement devious enough 
to use his talents. But if he does an honest and conscientious 
job of informing the public, he deserves access to as much 
Information as possible to function as liaison between the 
public and public officials.

just rambling
in sayrevllle

Residents of the Sayre Woods development in Sayrevllle 
who have difficulty entering Ernston road from Parkway 
place may be somewhat relieved to learned that the Borough 
Council recognizes their plight.

Councllwoman Dolores Zaccardl reported Monday that 
traffic on Ernston road, halted by the light at Bordentown 
avenue, blocks Parkway place. She recommended that 
a “ Do Not Block Intersection”  sign be erected. Councilman 
John Czemlkowskl, ohairman of the police committee re 
minded her, however, that Ernston is a county road. 
He added that sewer construction scheduled for that area 
will prevent the installation of the sign for several months. 
Meanwhile the council will request permission from the 
county to erect such a sign in time for the completion of 
the storm drain.

in madison
Despite all the cries that Madison is fast becoming a 

city, chickens are still being raised here.
The council voted Monday night to pay $39 to the owner 

of 13 chickens that were killed by a stray dog.

3,000 new registrations have been recorded in Madison 
Township, Some local politicos have privately suggested 
that the heavy registration will favor the Republicans 
in November.


